Glenna Meyer Farm Awarded Agricultural Easement
“Farms take care of people”, explained 90 year old Glenna Meyer, of Clay Township in North West Montgomery County.  Gathered around her kitchen table last week, representatives of the Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA), Clay Township, and Montgomery Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) were present to witness a milestone in the farmland preservation movement.  The first agricultural easement in the State of Ohio to be held by a Soil and Water Conservation District, Meyer’s 150 acre farm with its’ valuable road frontage of more than seven thousand feet, is now permanently protected from development.  The agreement was made official with the signing of the Deed of Agricultural Easement, and the Escrow Agreement.
“I commend Mrs. Meyer for having the foresight – this acreage is a key component to keeping farming a vital industry in Montgomery County.  This is a success story that wouldn’t be possible without the collaboration made possible by landowners like Glenna Meyer, in conjunction with the Ohio Department of Agriculture, Townships, and Soil and Water Conservation Districts”, said Mike Bailey, former Executive Director of the ODA Office of Farmland Preservation, now with the ODA Division of Marketing.  
The income gained from selling the easement, will help pay for conservation practices on the Meyer farm, such as grassed waterways to filter surface water, and underground tile that prevents prolonged flooding.  Don Aukerman, Clay Township Trustee, commented that “This easement is fantastic for township land values.” In all, 848 acres in Clay Township, comprised of five farms (now including Meyer’s), account for 4% of all preserved farmland in Ohio.
Montgomery SWCD played a pivotal role in the long application process. Dan Jackson, coordinator of the District’s land preservation program, works closely with landowners and ODA to research the mountains of information needed for farmland preservation applications.  The Ohio Revised Code was changed so that SWCDs are now authorized to be agricultural easement ‘holders’, meaning they are responsible for monitoring easements for compliance, and have the authority to see that easement terms are enforced if necessary. Previously, only park districts and local governments were allowed to hold agricultural easements.   Changing the law was a two year process, beginning with District Administrator Jim Dillon, working with the Ohio Federation of Soil and Water Conservation Districts and Senator Jeff Jacobson of the Ohio General Assembly.  This process began in 2003, and culminated with the signing of House Bill 202, which became law in 2005.  Dillon stated that “I’m elated that the 2003 initiative with the help of Senator Jacobson, has authorized SWCDs to hold agricultural easements.”
In all, 1363 acres in Clay Township and Eastern Harrison Township (west of County Line Rd.), are protected by agricultural easements, all within a 1.5 mile radius of the Meyer Farm.  The Farmland Preservation Program endeavors to preserve ‘blocks’ of land so that the protected acres are not eventually so fragmented as to be detrimental to the farming community. 

Montgomery SWCD also holds conservation easements.  This involves other lands that don’t have to be in agriculture, totaling 682 acres on 8 farms in two western Montgomery County townships.  There are also other agricultural easements in the county held by Clay and Perry Townships, and Three Valley Conservation Trust.  These open spaces total 1,109 acres.
The District is currently working on five applications on behalf of landowners, for the 2007 funding round of the Farmland Preservation Program.
